Timing for brachial plexus injury: a personal experience.
This article is a presentation of personal experience and resultant views by the author on the timing of surgery for nerve injury, especially that for brachial plexus injuries. The author presents arguments for early and delayed surgery based on the type of injury encountered and examines how early nerve repair on all might preclude spontaneous recovery. On the other hand, neglect of repair or greatly delayed repair is also deleterious because many useful outcomes can be gained by a well timed nerve repair or transfer. This is part of a Point-Counterpoint discussion with Dr. Rolfe Birch's presentation of "The London Experience."